ELEVEN FICTION-WRITING MODES

by Mike Klaassen

A mode is a particular way of doing things. All written fiction consists of eleven fiction-
writing modes, which are listed below in the order of the anagram D-A-N-C-E S-I-S-T-E-

R.

e Description is the mode for portraying people, places, things, or concepts.

e Action is the mode for showing things happening, in detail, as they occur.

e Narration is the mode by which the narrator communicates directly to the
reader.

e Conversation (dialogue) is the mode for presenting characters talking.

e Emotion is the mode for relating how a character feels.

e Sensation is the mode for evoking the five senses (sight, hearing, touch,
smell, and taste).

e Introspection is the mode for sharing a character's thinking.

e Summarization is the mode of restating actions or events.

e Transition is the mode for moving from one place, time, or character to
another.

e Exposition is the mode for conveying information.

¢ Recollection is the mode for revealing what a character remembers.



Choices of when, where, and how to utilize these modes are a significant component of

a writer’s style.
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