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Mike Klaassen is the author of the Superpower Life Skills series, practical writing guides 
for fiction authors, and award-winning novels that examine resilience, responsibility, 
leadership, and the consequences of human choice. His work is grounded in a central 
belief: many of the competencies that most influence a person’s future — including 
judgment, emotional intelligence, communication, self-discipline, and personal 
responsibility — can be intentionally developed. 

Through structured frameworks and practical application, Mike’s nonfiction helps readers 
cultivate the skills needed for capable, self-directed living. His books for fiction writers 
provide clear systems for understanding storytelling, structure, character development, 
and thematic depth. Across both areas of nonfiction, his approach emphasizes clarity, 
usefulness, and deliberate thinking rather than hype or abstraction. 

His fiction explores these same themes through character, conflict, and consequence. His 
novels frequently place young protagonists under pressure, examining how adversity 
shapes identity and how meaningful choices emerge during difficult circumstances. Three 
of his novels — The Brute, Cracks, and Backlash: A War of 1812 Novel — have been 
honored with the B.R.A.G. Medallion for excellence in independent publishing. His work 
has also received recognition from organizations including Kirkus Reviews and Midwest 
Book Review. 

Mike grew up on a farm near Whitewater, Kansas, experiences that helped shape the 
grounded realism and appreciation for resilience found throughout his writing. Later, as a 
Scoutmaster for his sons’ Boy Scout troop, he developed a strong interest in leadership, 
personal growth, and the challenges facing young people. Before becoming a full-time 
author, Mike worked in accounting, investments, and banking, including service as a 
community bank chairman. 

Today, he writes nonfiction and fiction with a shared purpose: to create books that are not 
only engaging, but genuinely useful — works that help readers think more intentionally, 
grow more capable, and live more deliberately. 
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